
We examine the extent to which parents’  education and income
contribute to the achievement gap in  Singaporean preschool
chi ldren through parenting bel iefs and behaviors and chi ldren’s
agency.  Data were drawn from a sample of  2 ,168  chi ldren aged
4  to  6  years in  a  new national  survey -  Singapore Longitudinal
Early  Development Study (SGLEADS).  Using the structural
equation modell ing,  we f ind that parents with different SESs
hold varying values and educational  expectations on their
chi ldren,  and have different practices of  social ization,  plans
and investment behaviour  in  chi ldren.  Chi ldren in  different
famil ies also vary in  their  self-regulation behaviour.
Furthermore,  parental  attitudes influence parenting
behaviours,  which in  turn,  was associated with chi ldren’s  self-
regulation.  This  study establishes an association between
parental  bel iefs,  parenting behaviours and chi ldren’s  agency
and underscores the importance of  early  home environment and
the intergenerational  roots of  the achievement gaps.
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