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The challenges of combining wage work and care
responsibilities have been documented in various societal
contexts. National variations reveal that public policy and
care infrastructure have major effects in shaping gendered
patterns in who does what in households, fertility decisions, as
well as overall wellbeing of parents. An area of social life and
public policy that has not been integrated into this body of
work has been that of education. While schools are accounted
for as spaces that allow parents to be at work, inadequate
attention has been paid to how education systems shape the
parameters for parenting and therefore how they affect work
and care experiences. In this paper, I draw on interviews with
parents in Singapore to illustrate how the education system’s
demands are a major component of contemporary care labor.
Attending to policy effects in the area of education and
integrating it into discussions of work-life balance will pave
way for a more complete picture of the challenges parents
face.

EDUCATION AS CARE LABOUR: EXPANDING OUR
LENS ON THE WORK-LIFE BALANCE PROBLEM
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TEO You Yenn received her PhD in Sociology from the
University of California at Berkeley. She is Associate
Professor and Provost's Chair in Sociology at Nanyang
Technological University, Singapore. Her work has been
published in journals such as Economy and Society, Signs,
Social Politics, and Development and Change. She is the
author of Neoliberal Morality in Singapore: How family
policies make state and society (Routledge, 2011) and This Is
What Inequality Looks Like (Ethos Books, 2018).
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