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ABSTRACT Previous research has had difficulty determining the effects of thermal comfort on well-being.
Here, we exploit China’s heating policy to identify the effects of thermal comfort on marital relations. From
the 1950s’, the government of China subsidized heating (either through central heating or free/subsidized coal
supply) to urban residents north of the Huai River but not south of the river. Using a regression discontinuity
design, we find that the heating policy was associated with 0.5 percent lower divorce in countries north of the
Huai River as compared with countries to the south. The lower divorce is correlated with two dimensions of
marriage quality — lower age of marriage, and closer to ideal difference in age between the spouses, but not
correlated with combined vears of education.
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