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The availability of  social and f inancial resources has 
profound implicat ions for health and well- being in 
later life. Older adults of ten share resources with 
others who live with them, somet imes in households 
including relat ives or f riends. We examine 
dif ferences in social support , social connect ions, 
money, and the household environment across types 
of  living arrangements, develop hypotheses f rom 
two theoret ical perspect ives, one focusing on 
obligat ions toward kin, and one focused on social 
exchange within households, and test  them using 
data f rom the Nat ional Social Life, Health, and 
Aging Project  (NSHAP). We f ind that  availability of  
resources is not  consistent ly associated with the 
presence of  grandchildren and other young 
relat ives, but  as of ten dif fers with presence of  other 
adults. These f indings suggest that  a single type of  
resource tells us lit t le about the distribut ion of  the 
resources of  older adults, and call on us to examine 
mult iple resources simultaneously. 

COMPLEX HOUSEHOLDS AND THE DISTRIBUTION 
OF MULTIPLE RESOURCES IN LATER LIFE: 

FINDINGS FROM A NATIONAL SURVEY 
Dr Juyeon Kim, Department of Sociology, University of Seoul
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Juyeon Kim is an assistant professor of  sociology at  University of  Seoul. She received her Ph.D. 
degree in Sociology f rom the University of  Chicago in 2011 and was an assistant professor at  
Nat ional University of  Singapore. Her research examines the dynamic interrelat ionships among 
family structure, social networks, resources, and health during the aging process. Her current 
works invest igate (1) the health consequences of  social resources and physiological funct ioning 
in the aging process, and (2) how those ef fects dif fer by race and gender, and (3) how 
unexpected exogenous shocks, such as the recent Great Recession, af fect  social and f inancial 
resources and thereby health. Her previous works have been published in Journals of  
Gerontology and Research on Aging. 
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