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RELIGION AND LIVING ARRANGEMENTS
AROUND THE WORLD

Few things shape our daily lives as much as our households - who
lives with us, how we are related to them and what role we play at
home. Religions tend to encourage certain choices surrounding home
and family life over others. Likewise, many countries have policies that
speak to the acceptability of different family configurations and sizes,
and Lliving arrangements are further influenced by cultural and
economic factors. This project is the first to examine how the sizes and
types of households experienced (extended family, single parent, etc.)
vary by religion, as well as by age and sex, in 130 countries. ALl
results are calculated from an individual perspective. We find both
wide variation around the world - the average person experiences a
household of anywhere between 2.7 people in Germany to 13.8 in
Gambia, for instance - as well as some patterns that seem ubiquitous.
For example, women in every region and across all studied religious
groups are more likely than men to live as single parents, and men are
at least two years older than their wives or cohabiting female
partners, on average, in all 130 countries studied. These and other
patterns in Lliving arrangements, as well as some of the religious
teachings, laws and economic realities that underlie them are
discussed.

Stephanie Kramer is a research associate at
Pew Research Center specializing in religion.
She is an expert in global religious demography
and the psychology of religion. Kramer is an
author of Pew Research Center reports such
as Religion’s Relationship to Happiness, Civic
Engagement and Health Around the World, The
Changing Global Religious Landscape, The Age
Gap in Religion Around the World, and Europe’s
Growing Muslim Population, as well as scholarly
articles. She earned doctoral and master’s
degrees in social and personality psychology
from the University of Oregon.

Chaired by: Asst/Prof Mu Zheng
Department of Sociology, NUS

Date: 24 January 2020 | Time: 12.00noon - 1.30pm
Venue: FASS Research Division Seminar Room, AS7-06-42

Light lunch is provided. Registration is required.

\ Register at https://tinyurl.com/r443k8k
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