
RELIGION AND LIVING ARRANGEMENTS 
AROUND THE WORLD

C h a i r e d  b y :  A s s t / P r o f  M u  Z h e n g

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S o c i o l o g y ,  N U S
 

D a t e :  2 4  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 0   |   T i m e :  1 2 . 0 0 n o o n  -  1 . 3 0 p m

V e n u e :  F A S S  R e s e a r c h  D i v i s i o n  S e m i n a r  R o o m ,  A S 7 - 0 6 - 4 2
 

L i g h t  l u n c h  i s  p r o v i d e d .  R e g i s t r a t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d .
 

R e g i s t e r  a t   h t t p s : / / t i n y u r l . c o m / r 4 4 3 k 8 k

2 0 2 0  C F P R  L U N C H T I M E  S E M I N A R  S E R I E S

S t e p h a n i e  K r a m e r  i s  a  r e s e a r c h  a s s o c i a t e  a t
P e w  R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  r e l i g i o n .
S h e  i s  a n  e x p e r t  i n  g l o b a l  r e l i g i o u s  d e m o g r a p h y
a n d  t h e  p s y c h o l o g y  o f  r e l i g i o n .  K r a m e r  i s  a n
a u t h o r  o f  P e w  R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r  r e p o r t s  s u c h
a s   R e l i g i o n ’ s  R e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  H a p p i n e s s ,  C i v i c
E n g a g e m e n t  a n d  H e a l t h  A r o u n d  t h e  W o r l d ,   T h e
C h a n g i n g  G l o b a l  R e l i g i o u s  L a n d s c a p e ,   T h e  A g e
G a p  i n  R e l i g i o n  A r o u n d  t h e  W o r l d ,  a n d  E u r o p e ’ s
G r o w i n g  M u s l i m  P o p u l a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s c h o l a r l y
a r t i c l e s .  S h e  e a r n e d  d o c t o r a l  a n d  m a s t e r ’ s
d e g r e e s  i n  s o c i a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l i t y  p s y c h o l o g y
f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O r e g o n .

Few th ings shape our  dai ly  l ives  as  much as  our  households - who
l ives  with us ,  how we are related to them and what role  we play at
home.  Rel ig ions tend to encourage certa in  choices  surrounding home
and family  l i fe  over  others .  L ikewise,  many countr ies  have pol ic ies  that
speak to the acceptabi l i ty  of  d i f ferent  family  conf igurat ions and s izes ,
and l iv ing arrangements  are  further  inf luenced by cultural  and
economic  factors .  Th is  pro ject  i s  the f i rst  to  examine how the s izes  and
types of  households exper ienced  (extended family ,  s ingle  parent ,  etc . )
vary  by rel ig ion,  as  well  as  by age and sex,  in  130 countr ies .  Al l
results  are  calculated f rom an ind iv idual  perspect ive .  We f ind both
wide var iat ion around the world - the average person exper iences  a
household of  anywhere between 2.7 people in  Germany to 13.8 in
Gambia,  for  instance - as  well  as  some patterns  that  seem ubiqui tous.
For  example,  women in  every  reg ion and across  al l  studied rel ig ious
groups are more l ikely  than men to l ive  as  s ingle  parents ,  and men are
at  least  two years  older  than the i r  wives  or  cohabit ing female
partners ,  on average,  in  al l  130 countr ies  studied.  These and other
patterns  in  l iv ing arrangements ,  as  well  as  some of  the rel ig ious
teachings,  laws and economic  real i t ies  that  underl ie  them are
discussed.
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