
Family formation and parenthood have been the focus of much state attention and intervention in 
Singapore.  Since the mid-1980s, due to declining national fertility rates, the government has 
encouraged Singaporeans not to delay marriage and to start families soon. The present fertility 
scenario has been the result of changing societal and gender expectations, which led to changing 
women’s expectations of themselves and of their partners, and a rising aspiration to be successful in 
careers outside the home. In order to manage the changed expectations of Singaporean women (and 
men) amid the crisis of declining birthrates, the public discourse has acknowledged and encouraged 
women’s participation in the economic labour force, while emphasizing women’s maternal roles. At the 
same time, men have been encouraged to take a more active role as fathers. Given the extensive public 
discourse surrounding parenthood in Singapore, one might expect a loosening in gendered 
expectations in parenting, led by the government. This paper examines the government’s 
representation of parenthood as a social practice at one discursive site – the National Environment 
Agency’s public education campaign against the spread of dengue. In particular, the 2010 ads will be 
examined, which specifically targeted parents to take responsibility for keeping their homes safe from 
the Aedes mosquitoes. Undertaking a discourse analytical approach to these ads, the paper discusses 
the emergence of two competing discourses of gender relations in parenthood -- a conservative 
discourse and an egalitarian one --, and the implications these double discourses have for Singaporean 
mothers and fathers in negotiating work-life balance in Singapore. 
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