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2020 CFPR Lunchtime Seminar Series

Public and private safety nets for low-income families in

Taipei and Shanghai: A qualitative examination

Chinese societies have traditionally been characterized by relying on strong
iInformal networks in meeting welfare needs, and government welfare has played
a subsidiary role in assisting families in need. In the present day, does the welfare
mix In Chinese societies still adhere to these traditional arrangements? This study
examines strategies of low-income Chinese families in using public and private
welfare support in meeting their needs in the face of financial hardships. Methods:
We recruited low Iincome families in Taipel and Shanghai through local
organizations and residents’ committees. We conduct qualitative in-depth
interviews with these families. Results: Different from western literature,
community-level government institutions served as important resources for low-
iIncome families in both Shanghai and Taipel. Also, respondents in Taipel and
Shanghai showed a growing sense of entitlement to utilize public safety nets as a
strategy to achieve self-sufficiency. In Taipel, the prominent roles of family
members in providing support showed signs of weakening and the third sector
offered strong support, while in Shanghai informal sector remained a fundamental
source of financial buffers and the role of the third sector was still weak.

Dr. Julia Shu-Huah Wang is an Assistant Professor at the Department of
Social Work and Social Administration, the University of Hong Kong. Her
research focuses on impacts of social policies on families;, impacts of
international and internal migration policies; poverty and social safety
nets in East Asian countries and the US; community-level poverty
alleviation interventions in Uganda and mainland China; and policy
advocacy in Hong Kong. Her work has been published in Journal of
Policy Analysis and Management, International Migration Review,
and Demography. She received her PhD degree from Columbia
University and her Bachelor degree from National Taiwan University.

Chaired by: A/Prof Tan Ern Ser
Dept of Sociology, CFPR Steering Committee Member, NUS

Date: 30 October 2020 | Time: 12.00noon - 1.00pm | via Zoom

Register at https://tinyurl.com/y374ffpb
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