Centre for Family and Population Research Seminar Series

o NUS |

® Faculty of Arts ;/‘ <—

' ::;I-i_:;ﬁ:mm“ & Soclal SCIEI"I-‘.'.ES Centre for Family and ﬁﬁ,_ﬁ.‘!,.:hﬂm_lm
Population Research [Tt PIRrassrmpt L as——

Migrant Care Workers in Italy and Taiwan:
A Comparative Study

Speaker: Dr Ko Chyong-fang
Research Fellow and Director
Institute of European and American Studies,
Academia Sinica, Taiwan

Chair: Associate Professor Shirlena Huang,
Vice-Dean (Graduate Studies),
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences,
and Department of Geography,

National University of Singapore

Date: 6 February 2015, Friday
Time: 12.00pm -1.30pm
Venue: FASS Executive Seminar Room, 01-07

The Shaw Foundation Building (AS7)

Abstract

In family-oriented societies, geriatric care is mainly provided by family members (especially
female family members). However, with increasing labor force paricipation by women, and
greater mobility, families are less able to care for their elders, and therefore, there has been a
shift from relying on family members (the “family’-model of care) to paid foreign caregivers (the
‘migrant-in-the-family’ model of care). This research examines elder care policies in ltaly and
Taiwan, each of which is a rapidly aging society. Questions raised include whether outsourcing
the care of elders is the best solution to meet the care crisis? Should more elder-care units be
established to meet the growing need for geriatric care? Should border controls be relaxed to
attract more foreign care workers? For elderly men, is marrying much younger women from
less developed countries a valid option?
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