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How has migration changed intergenerational dynamics in rural China

and altered elderly care practices? Official figures suggest that there

were 220 million rural-to-urban migrants in China in 2010. While rural

men and women of working age have left the villages en masse to
Seminar chaired by take jobs in the city, elderly people and children have remained
behind. In this paper, | argue that rural to urban migration has created
a paradoxical intergenerational dynamic; not only has it rendered it
problematic for adult men to fulfill their obligations to their aging
parents, it has also meant that aging parents are called on to fill the
DELReRe o e Dk S AT BN care gap experienced by the younger generation, acting as caregivers
for their grandchildren, also left behind when their sons and
daughters-in-law emigrate. Analyzing interview data with over one
Venue: Ventus - Evans hundred male rural to urban migrant workers in South China, |
delineate the multiple strategies migrant men develop to cope with
this elderly care gap and the processes they use to rationalize the
discrepancies between their beliefs about male filial piety and
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Register at practices with respect to care for the elderly. The diverse strategies
" male migrant workers and their families use to bridge the elderly care
by 4 Oct 2015. gap represent an adaptive response to the challenge migration poses

to traditional Chinese family values.
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