
RACIAL  REVOLUTION :  UNDERSTANDING  

THE  RESURGENCE  OF  ETHNIC  

MINORITY  IDENTITY  IN  MODERN  CHINA

Chinese  ethnic  minorities  are  enjoying  an  era  of  resurgence ,  as  their  share  of  the  

population  has  risen  by  50% from  1964  to  2010 .  Demographic  forces  alone  cannot  

account  for  the  rise .  In  this  paper ,  we  describe  trends  in  ethnic  minority  

identification  and  explore  the  determinants  of  identity  with  emphasis  on  the  One-

Child  Policy  which  raises  the  incentives  to  identify  as  a  minority .  Using  nationally  

representative  census  data ,  we  find  that  the  policy  significantly  increases  minority  

identity .  The  effects  are  especially  large  for  persons  in  households  with  low  

socioeconomic  status .  Focusing  on  children  whose  parents  belong  to  different  

ethnic  groups ,  we  find  evidence  that  not  only  do  policy  incentives  shape  ethnic  

identity  but  also  does  parental  education .  This  paper  contributes  to  research  on  

the  history  and  demography  of  Chinese  ethnic  minorities ,  the  impact  of  fertility  

policies ,  and  the  social  construction  of  ethnoracial  identity .

Chaired by : Dr Mu ZHENG

Assistant Professor , Dept of Sociology , NUS

Date: 22 Mar 2019 | Time: 1200NN - 130PM  | Venue: Ventus Evans Room

Light lunch will be provided. Registration is required.

Pls register at   https ://tinyurl .com/y9exs239
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Andrew Francis-Tan is a visiting associate professor at the LKY School of Public Policy . 

Previously , he was an associate professor of economics at Emory University . He 

received his Ph .D . in economics at the University of Chicago . Professor Francis-Tan 

engages in quantitative research in the fields of education , labor , and demography . 

His current research aims to understand patterns of inequality , public policies 

intended to empower vulnerable populations , and factors that shape seemingly-

immutable social categories like race/ethnicity and gender .
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