
L U N C H T I M E  S E M I N A R  S E R I E S  2 0 1 8

Becom ing Adult  in Globalizing Shanghai

This paper  descr ibes t he process of  reaching adult hood and exam ines fact ors t hat  
shape young adult s? t ransit ioning behavior  in one of  t he m ost  fast -changing places 
in t he wor ld: t he cit y of  Shanghai in China. It  ut i l izes exist ing t heoret ical and 
analyt ical f ram eworks of  t ransit ion t o adult hood, w it h a par t icular  at t ent ion paid t o 
t he inf luence of  st ruct ural changes. The st udy is based on Fudan Yant ze River  
Transit ion (FYRST) longit udinal survey of  over  2,000 young respondent s in Shanghai, 
who were all born in t he 1980s, shor t ly af t er  t he launch of  China?s econom ic reform s 
and t he int roduct ion of  t he one-child policy. Prelim inary result s reveal t hat  a new 
pat t ern of  t ransit ion t o adult hood has already em erged in Shanghai, w it h changes in 
educat ion, em ploym ent , m ar r iage, and childbear ing unseen before.Such a pat t ern 
shows clear  resem blance t o t hose found in t he West  but  also bears unm ist akable 
m arks t hat  charact er ist ic of  recent  social changes in China.

Ke Shen is associat e professor  of  dem ography and vice dean of  
School of  Social Developm ent  and Public Policy at  Fudan 
Universit y in China. Her  research int erest s include populat ion 
aging and int ergenerat ional econom ics, fam ily st ruct ure and 
fam il ial t ransfers, and elder ly healt h. Her  research has 
appeared in Social Science & Demographic Research,Chinese 
Sociological Review,and the Journal of the Economics of Aging.

by Dr  SHEN Ke

Associat e Professor  of  

Dem ography and Vice Dean of  

School of  Social Developm ent  

and Public Policy at  

Fudan Universit y

Chaired by : A/Prof  Vincent  Chua

Mem ber , CFPR St eer ing Com m it t ee, 

Associat e Professor , Depar t m ent  of  Sociology, NUS

Date:  2 February 2018 |  Tim e: 12.00nn - 1.30pm

Venue: Vent us Evans Room  VT-02-01C

All are welcom e! Refreshm ent s w il l  be served. 

Regist rat ion is required.

Register at  ht t ps:/ / t inyur l.com /y9t p64bj

https://tinyurl.com/y9tp64bj

