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Dr HU Shu

CFP R  L u n c h t i m e  Se m i n a r  Se r i e s  2 0 18

This sem inar  present s an overview  of  t he hist or ical or igins and cont em porary 
t ransform at ions of  Singapore fam il ies and populat ion. Ut i l izing a var iet y of  dat a sources 
including hist or ical records, et hnographic st udies, censuses and of f icial st at ist ics, we show 
t rends in m igrat ion, age and gender  com posit ions, fer t i l i t y and parent hood, m ar r iage 
pat t erns, int er -et hnic and t ransnat ional fam ily form at ion, diverse fam ily form s and 
household st ruct ures, and fam ily at t i t udes and ideals for  t he t hree of f icial ly designat ed 
et hnic groups ? Chinese, Malays, and Indians. In l ight  of  m ajor  t heoret ical f ram eworks for  
global fam ily changes, Singapore const it ut es a unique case due t o it s h ist or ical, cult ural, and 
inst it ut ional set ups. We highlight  cr it ical public policies t hat  help shape t he fam ily and 
populat ion changes and ident ify challenges t hese changes pose for  Singapore?s fut ure 
developm ent .

Dr Shu Hu is currently a joint research fellow at the Asia Research Institute and the 
Centre for Family and Population Research (CFPR). She is a family sociologist and 
her research interests center on how family origin, gender, and the state shape the 
lives and wellbeing of individuals at different stages of the life course. She received 
her PhD in Sociology from National University of Singapore in 2015. Her research 
during graduate school focused on parental labor migration and adolescents? 
transition to high school in rural China. She has also done research on transition to 
adulthood of young people, and changes and continuities of marriage values in 
China. She has published in Social Indicators Research,The Annals of the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science and Chinese Journal of Sociology.

The current presentation will be based on the first two chapters of the edited book 
entitled ?Family and Population Changes in Singapore: A Unique Case in the Global 
Family Change?.
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