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What are the unmet needs of low-income single parents in Singapore? Recent
studies suggest that, even in contrast to other low-income families, single-
parent families in Singapore often struggle with mental health, housing,
employment, food security and income sufficiency. Some of these families
have adopted strategies that help to ameliorate these problems. Even more
recently, government policies and economic conditions have changed in ways
that directly affect the situation of single parents. To what extent have these
changes help address the identified needs of low-income single parents and
their families? How have these changes helped to bolster or impede their
survival strategies? Based on a recent study involving interviews with dozens
of current and former single parents, this talR will focus on adaptation and
change among single parent-headed households in Singapore. The conclusions
will inform suggestions on what works and what does not in terms of helping
single parents.

John Donaldson, Associate Professor of Political Science
at the School of Social Sciences, Singapore Management
University (SMU), researches politics, rural development
and poverty in China and elsewhere, having conducted
extensive fieldworR in rural India and Thailand, as well
as in Singapore. John Donaldson is the author of Small
WorRs: Poverty and Economic Development in
Southwestern China (Cornell University Press, 2011). His
research has also been published in such journals as
World Development, Journal of Development Studies,
International Studies Quarterly, Politics and Society,
China Journal, China Quarterly and Journal of
Contemporary China.

Chaired by: A/Prof Tan Ern Ser
Department of Sociology, CFPR Steering Committee member, NUS

Date: 20 September 2019 | Time: 12noon - 130pm
Venue: FASS research division seminar room, AS7-06-42

Light lunch is provided. registration is required.

Pls register at



