
EXPLORING SOCIAL NETWORKS OF OLDER 
SINGAPOREAN LEARNERS: A MIXED 

METHODS APPROACH

The  s t ud y  documen t ed  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  ne two r k s  o f  o l d e r

S i n g apo r e an s  i n  l i f e l o ng  l e a r n i n g  p r og r ams  and  i l l u s t r a t e d

how  s o c i a l  ne two r k s  c on t r i b u t ed  t h e i r  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i n

l e a r n i n g .  Da t a  an a l y s e s  we r e  ba s ed  on  i n -dep t h  i n t e r v i ew s

and  ne two r k  mea su r e s  o f  30  o l d e r  S i n g apo r e an s  (be tween  50

and  7 9  y e a r s  o l d )  who  a t t e nded  educ a t i o n a l  c ou r s e s  i n  t h e

p a s t  two  y e a r s .  The  f i n d i n g s  s h owed  t h a t  o l d e r  l e a r n e r s ’

ne two r k s  i n c l ud ed  a  mi x t u r e  o f  s o c i a l  t i e s  f r om  f am i l y  and

f r i e nd s  and  c l o s e n e s s  w i t h  ne two r k  membe r s  i n f l u e n c ed

l e a r n e r s ’  i n v o l v emen t  i n  l e a r n i n g .  Ma r r i e d  r e s p onden t s  who

had  mor e  f am i l y  membe r s  i n  t h e i r  ne two r k s  r e p o r t e d  t o  be

mo r e  a c t i v e  i n  pa r t i c i p a t i o n ,  whe r e a s  s i n g l e  r e s p onden t s

who  had  mor e  non - k i n  membe r s  i n  t h e  ne two r k s  r e p o r t e d  t o

b e  mor e  a c t i v e .  Mo r eo v e r ,  Coup l e s ’  o v e r l a pp i n g  ne two r k s

s e em  t o  be  r e l a t e d  t o  s p ou s a l  s uppo r t  f o r  t h e i r  pa r t n e r ’ s

p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  T o  c on c l ude ,  t h e  s t ud y  s u gge s t s  t h a t  o l d e r

adu l t s ’  s o c i a l  ne two r k s  ou t s i d e  t h e  l e a r n i n g  en v i r o nmen t  i s

impo r t a n t  t o  t h e i r  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  l i f e l o ng  l e a r n i n g .  
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Pe i -Chun  Ko  i s  a  Re s e a r c h  F e l l ow  i n  t h e  A s i a

Re s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  and  t h e  Cen t r e  f o r  F am i l y  and

Popu l a t i o n  Re s e a r c h  a t  t h e  Na t i o n a l  Un i v e r s i t y  o f

S i n g apo r e .  She  r e c e i v ed  he r  PhD  f r om  t h e

Un i v e r s i t y  o f  Co l o gne  i n  20 1 5 .  He r  r e s e a r c h

i n t e r e s t s  i n c l ud e  p r oduc t i v e  ag i n g ,

i n t e r g ene r a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  l a t e r  l i f e  hea l t h ,

and  s o c i a l  ne two r k s .  She  i s  cu r r e n t l y  wo r k i n g  on

t op i c s  r e l a t e d  t o  ch i l d hood  and  p r oduc t i v e  ag i n g ,

s p ou s a l  i n f l u e n c e  on  we l l b e i n g  i n  l a t e r  l i f e ,  and

o l d e r  l e a r n e r s ’  s o c i a l  ne two r k s .  She  i s  a  gue s t

ed i t o r  ( i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  We i - J un  J e an  Yeung )

o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  i s s u e -  Con t e x t u a l i z i n g  P r odu c t i v e

Ag i n g  i n  A s i a  i n  So c i a l  S c i e n c e  &  Med i c i n e .


