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EXPLORING SOCIAL NETWORKS OF OLDER
SINGAPOREAN LEARNERS A MIXED
METHODS APPROACH

The study documented the existing social networks of older
Singaporeans in lifelong learning programs and illustrated

how social networks contributed their participation in
learning. Data analyses were based on in-depth interviews
and network measures of 30 older Singaporeans (between 50
and 79 years old) who attended educational courses in the
past two years. The findings showed that older learners’
networks included a mixture of social ties from family and
friends and closeness with network members influenced

learners’ involvement in learning. Married respondents who
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had more family members in their networks reported to be
more active in participation, whereas single respondents
who had more non-kin members in the networks reported to
be more active. Moreover, Couples’ overlapping networks
seem to be related to spousal support for their partner’s
participation. To conclude, the study suggests that older
adults’ social networks outside the learning environment is
important to their participation in lifelong learning.
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