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Adu l t  ch i l d ren  p l ay  a  p redom inant  ro l e  i n  o l d -age  suppor t  i n  As i a .  Recent
demograph i c  sh i f t s ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  ch i l d l e s sness  and  geograph i c  d i spe rsa l  o f  adu l t
ch i l d ren ,  have  s i gn i f i c an t l y  r educed  the  ava i l ab i l i t y  o f  ch i l d ren  i n  pa renta l  l o ca l i t y .
I n  th i s  s tudy ,  we  exam ine  the  ex tent  to  wh i ch  ch i l d l e s sness  cont r i bu tes  to  o l de r
pe rsons  ag i ng  a l one  i n  se l ec ted  Eas t  and  Southeas t  As i an  count r i e s  (South  Korea ,
Ch i na ,  Tha i l and ,  V i e tnam ,  Myanmar ) .  Ou r  ana l y s i s  i s  based  on  ha rmon i zed ,  c ross -
sec t i ona l ,  na t i ona l - l e ve l  su rvey  da ta  f rom f i ve  count r i e s  conduc ted  du r i ng  201 1 -
2014 .  F i r s t ,  we  i nves t i ga te  p reva l ence  and  d imens i ons  o f  ch i l d l e s sness ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y
d i s t i ngu i sh i ng  be tween  ac tua l  ch i l d l e s sness  ( e l de r l y  w i thout  ch i l d ren )  and  de- fac to
ch i l d l e s sness  ( e l de r l y  whose  a l l  ch i l d ren  m ig ra ted  e l sewhere ) .  Second ,  we  exam ine
the  ex tent  to  wh i ch  ac tua l  and  de- fac to  ch i l d l e s sness  i s  a s soc i a ted  w i th  th ree
aspec ts  o f  ag i ng  a l one :  so l i t a r y  l i v i ng  a r rangement ,  soc i a l  i s o l a t i on ,  and  l one l i ness .
The  ana l y s i s  f ocuses  on  gender  and  SES  d i f fe ren t i a l s .  We  f i nd  tha t  bo th  ac tua l  and
de- fac to  ch i l d l e s sness  a re  a ssoc i a ted  w i th  so l i t a r y  l i v i ng  i n  a l l  count r i e s  except
Ch ina ,  where  on l y  a c tua l  ch i l d l e s sness  i s  a s soc i a ted  w i th  so l i t a r y  l i v i ng .  Bo th  t ypes
a re  assoc i a ted  w i th  g rea te r  l one l i ness  i n  Southeas t  As i a ,  whereas  i n  Korea ,  on l y
ac tua l  ch i l d l e s sness  i s ,  and  i n  Ch i na ,  ne i the r  t ype  i s  s i gn i f i c an t .  Ac tua l
ch i l d l e s sness ,  bu t  no t  de- fac to  ch i l d l e s sness ,  con t r i bu tes  to  g rea te r  soc i a l
i s o l a t i on  i n  Southeas t  As i an  count r i e s .  Be i ng  fema le  t ends  to  m i t i ga te  the  negat i ve
e f fec t  o f  ch i l d l e s sness ,  wh i l e  the  e f fec t  o f  wea l th  i s  m ixed .  We  d i s cuss  the
imp l i c a t i ons  o f  ch i l d l e s sness  ac ross  the  f i ve  count r i e s .
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