
Gav in  Jones  i s  Emer i t u s  Pro f e s so r  a t  the  Aus t r a l i an  Nat i ona l  

Un i ve r s i t y .  He  i s  back  i n  NUS  a s  a  V i s i t i ng  Sen io r  Resea r ch  Fe l l ow  i n  

AR I ,  hav ing  prev i ou s l y  worked  f o r  1 1  yea r s  a t  NUS .  Af t e r  work ing  f o r  

the  Popu l a t i on  Counc i l  i n  New  Yo rk ,  then  i n  Tha i l and  and  I ndones i a ,  

he  was  wi th  the  Demography  and  Soc i o l ogy  Prog ram  a t  the  

Aus t r a l i an  Nat i ona l  Un i ve r s i t y  f o r  28  yea r s ,  s e r v i ng  a s  head  o f  

prog ram  f o r  an  e igh t - yea r  pe r i od .  Pro f e s so r  Jones  has  conduc ted  

r e sea r ch  on  va r i ed  sub j ec t s  i n  the  f i e l d  o f  demography  and  human  

r e sou r ce  deve l opment .  He  has  s e r ved  a s  consu l t an t  t o  many  

i n t e rna t i ona l  agenc i e s .  He  was  Found ing  Ed i to r  o f  the  j ou rna l  As i an  

Popu l a t i on  S tud i e s .

T h e  l o n g - t e r m  r i s e  i n  s i n g l e h o o d  i n  S i n g a p o r e  

a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  l a r g e l y  r u n  i t s  c o u r s e ,  u n l i k e  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  o t h e r  E a s t  A s i a n  c o u n t r i e s .    A  

n u m b e r  o f  l i k e l y  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  w i l l  b e  

d i s c u s s e d .    P e r h a p s  t h e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a t  

p r e s e n t  i s  t h e  r i s e  i n  i n t e r - e t h n i c  a n d  c r o s s -

b o r d e r  m a r r i a g e s ,  a n d  w h a t  t h i s  i m p l i e s  f o r  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n s  o f  e t h n i c i t y  i n  

S i n g a p o r e .  T u r n i n g  t o  C h i n a ,  m a r r i a g e  d e l a y  i n t o  

t h e  3 0 s  i s  n o w  i n c r e a s i n g .  D i f f e r e n t  s o c i o -

e c o n o m i c  g r o u p s  o f  w o m e n  a n d  m e n  f a c e  s h a r p l y  

d i v e r g e n t  m a r r i a g e  p r o s p e c t s :  a n  o v e r a l l  e x c e s s  

o f  m a l e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  r u r a l  m a l e s  w i t h  l o w  

e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  s h a r p l y  c h a n g i n g  r a t i o s  o f  

w o m e n  t o  m e n  w i t h  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .    T h e  

p r o j e c t e d  i m b a l a n c e  i n  n u m b e r s  o f  p o t e n t i a l  

m a r r i a g e  p a r t n e r s  w i l l  p l a y  a  m a j o r  r o l e  i n  

c h a n g i n g  m a r r i a g e  p a t t e r n s .  I t  n e e d s  t o  b e  

s t u d i e d  f o r  s p e c i f i c  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a s ,  

e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  s o c i a l  g r o u p s .  T o  w h a t  e x t e n t  

w i l l  s p o u s e - p a i r i n g  p a t t e r n s  c h a n g e  i n  r e s p o n s e  

t o  t h e s e  i m b a l a n c e s ?

MARRIAGE TRENDS IN SINGAPORE AND CHINA : 
WHAT ISSUES SHOULD WE BE FOCUSING ON?

Pls  register  at :   https : / /t inyur l .com /y5tzhfxt  

2019  CFPR  Luncht ime  Seminar  Ser ies

C h a i r e d  b y :  A / P r o f  F e n g  Q i u s h i
D e p t  o f  S o c i o l o g y ,  D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  o f  C F P R ,  N U S

 
D a t e :  1 2  A p r i l  2 0 1 9   |   T i m e :  1 2 n n  -  1 3 0 p m   |   V e n u e :  V e n t u s  E v a n s  R o o m
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