
GENOMIC ADVANCES AND ITS IMPACTS
ON SOCIAL SCIENCES 

For near two decades, my research interest focuses on the integration of
sociology with genetics and epigenetics in the studies of fundamental social
science issues such as social and health behavior and outcomes, production of
social stratification, and bio-ancestry and social construction of racial and
ethnic identity. Dazzling developments in molecular genetics over the past
quarter century have undermined completely an assumption still common in
mainstream social science -- that individuals are about the same at birth (a
“blank slate”) and that the observed differences across individuals are due
entirely to environmental influences. 
 
My future research continues to focus on the integration of insights from
social sciences and genomics. Studies of human genome have been
undergoing rapid advances. More and more genetic loci are credibly linked
with human traits. Many large-scale social science studies such as Add Health,
HRS, and FHS measured >2,000,000 genetic variables for each of thousands of
individuals. Using these data sources and genomic findings will significantly
advance our understanding of how social context and genome influence many
social and behavioral traits. 
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