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Building on two editors’ prior work guest-
editing special issues with Current Sociology
on childhoods in the Global North (Buhler-
Niederberger, 2010) and the Global South (Gu,
2022) respectively, this book project provides
multifaceted insights into the social conditions
and perspectives of the young generation in
various Asian countries and simultaneously
sketches the research landscape. We followed
three theoretical-methodological guidelines: 1)
We foregrounded the voices and contributions
of young people in their structural, cultural and
situational contexts; 2) we pursued a dynamic
analysis of intergenerational relations in their
constant revision and reconstitution in
response to social challenges as Asian
societies undergo multi-dimensional social
transformations, of different constellations in
each case; and 3) without reifying Asia as
merely a geographic concept, we significantly
broadened the scope of our studies to a rich
collection of case countries in East, Southeast,
Central Asia and their diaspora communities
across the world. With 16 contributing
chapters by 20 excellent scholars affiliated
with institutions across the world, this volume
ushers in a sociology of childhood in Asia and
lays a foundation for future research on global
childhood and youth studies.
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Dr. Xiaorong Gu
UNIVERSITY OF SUFFOLK

Xiaorong Gu is Lecturer in Childhood Studies at
University of Suffolk. Featured as Sociologist of
the Month in April, 2023 by Current Sociology,
she researches children’s migration/mobilities,
intergenerational relationships and their
positioning vis-a-vis family, school and the
nation-state. She co-edited The Emerald
Handbook of Childhood and Youth in Asian
Societies (2023).

Prof. Doris Buhler-
Niederberger
UNIVERSITY OF WUPPERTAL

Doris BUhler-Niederberger is Rudolf-Carnap-
Senior-Professor at University of Wuppertal. She
is Past President of RC53 “Sociology of
Childhood”, International Sociological
Association. Among her recent publications:
Victim, perpetrator, or what else — generational
and gender perspectives on children, youth, and
violence. Sociological Studies of Children and
Youth 2020, 25 (edited with Lars Albert).



