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PTT Bulletin Board System (PTT)

 PTT is one of the largest website of or based
on the Bulletin Board System (BBS) in Taiwan

 PTT has more than 1.5 million registered
users, with over 150,000 users online during
peak hours. It has over 20,000 boards covering
a multitude of topics, and more than 20,000
articles and 500,000 comments are posted
every day. (Wikipedia)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PTT Bulletin Board System
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BIG ACTION/MOVE

NS E IR A ERR(REMRER - AR
{a] KA ZAENE - S E S R E R T
Eile

* |s the relationship between the reporters and the
investigator very tense; Otherwise, why was it
when the investigator asked the reporters not to
take photos, the reporters were this BIG-ACTION
or BIG-MOVE to report this on hews?




SMALL-ACTION/MOVE

- HESEE TN EEACET  FE

{mﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ% (EHIFLEHE ) BT EA—5
N RARAS ﬁzﬁ%‘BTU’é 5 e R o
i/ NENE

* |f you want a ‘shifu’ of construction to do some
work, you must supervise the work yourself.
Don't believe what they tell you (or you could do
spot check). Fixing the scooters or cars are the

same. Since you are paying, you can ask them
guestions. If you are around, he [the mechanic]
won’t do/make SMALL-ACTION/MOVE.

EI'LEE@
T
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NO-ACTION/MOVE

* URE > MDCHEE A TE 0 1013 R E 1TIE |

* You see, Ke Wenzhe is NO-ACTION/MOVE, and
the 101 has disengaged from ownership of its
equity [to escape from paying the debt]!

"HRE o BERES AR T EEARAHES > SO ESEEE - E
HOo& NEaMEE » Wik—2KEREARERS » B RER A =
ANFNES o https://law.medpartner.club/fraudulent-transfer/



https://law.medpartner.club/fraudulent-transfer/

Research Questions

1. How can we observe transitivity of collocates
using corpus linguistics techniques other
than KWIC search?

2. What are the changes of a noun such as
dong4zuo4 used in social media discourse?



e Texts from PTT were saved and segmented using
CKIP segmentation platform
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Results

* dad4dong4zuo4 ‘BIG-ACTION/MOVE’

— 1,062 instances
* xiao3dong4zuo4 ‘SMALL-ACTION/MOVE’

— 985 instances
* bud4dong4zuo4 ‘NO-ACTION/MOVE’

— 44 instances (correction)
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daddong4zuo4 ‘BIG-ACTION/MOVE’

* Often serves as an adverb to some highly transitive verbs. (‘to do

something in a big action/move’)

* Others are used as noun (‘to do a big action/move’; literal)

1 5#(32)
757 (16)
1972(14)
HAf(14)
Hiak(11)
2 %(10)
B E(10)
AI8K(7)

T2E(7)

To call for (a meeting)
To clarify

To search

To announce

To object

To fight back

To drive away

To have a talk with

To search

#ETT(6)
Fa i (6)
TIE(6)
R (5)
FAHI(S)
EENE)
23(5)
{H0(5)
{EHH(5)

To be in progress
To deal with

To publicize

To fire

To open

To declare

To announce

To summon

To interrogate

13



daddong4zuo4 ‘BIG-ACTION/MOVE’
(1) ETTR EIE <fHaH> 20T 3E AT 3 #AFH K

‘The police interrogated in a big move/action all
the three ex-boyfriends of the lady’

(2) HE QA HIEERENE <S>
‘Actually [you] don’t have to oppose in such big
action/move’

14



Some VO compounds were also seen

* Da4dong4zuo4 5% (6) ‘to publish in
newspaper’

e Da4dong4zuo4 £45(5) ‘to sue’/ ‘propose-a

4

sue
* Da4dong4zuo4 F=Ha(5) ‘to show a stance’

15



O i & — A= NEITE Rl Rz MBS
VTR FEAT SR/ IE PNEE BEIE o S
PR oA, (BRI 1 —E  NERfE SR ERR IR TR

. ( BB EESEE. & NG 5 ALE B AR
XIGOgdong4ZUO4 SMALswe s see 1w sie e
BRI RER Y & NEE 5Ll

TEEEEEEREEE LB STHEGDE

G R RTE TR B B ET 2 RS

. ‘ e B R R NEfE B e
The ‘antonym’, xiao3dong4zuo4, h.ﬁ@k LS i
Jones, 2016). ;A i WS SRR R A NEDE ZEEEY - BN 3
HIEE E GE A L E NENE 00 G (iR BB

GETH o M_EE AR NEF BT S

* Xiao3dong4zuo4, in contrast, ofter, = £ L HEEE o2 TR L

noun in nominalized form T & TR I fE NEE U 1R B S
T e HEHE 18 I A M TEET SR NERFE ® R A AR T
— b~ I EEL . 3 S LR R R R e NBRE R B EE g

2 — HEBT M B 7 e E Ee
(some, these, those abundant) = 7 oo mr L araoen

ESBHETAN o BB NEE > BERERH
. . | FREERTRESEE MBE GTE RS
* indefinite number of small actions®&r s —& N EE #E kA

(often bad)

16



xiao3dong4zuo4 ‘SMALL-ACTION/MOVFE’

« NE<gE>{TEE NEIE
* ‘Do not make any small actions/moves’

e Often negative in meaning

 Something done at the back of someone that
will bring about bad effect to others

17



Comparisons

Dad4dong4zuo4 xiao3dong4zuo4

‘BIG- ‘SMALL-
ACTION/MOVEFE’ ACTION/MOVFE’
Part-of-speech Used as adverbs with Always nouns with
transitive verbs determiners that are often

‘to do something in a big  countable
action/move’

Connotation Surprise; unexpected; Negative; Things done at the
unnecessary back of people
— Over-reaction Not something a positive
person will do
Nature of event Not a complete event Itself is a complete event
Must have a verb to (start ‘small-action/move’)

complete the meaning

18



xiao3dong4zuo4 ‘SMALL-ACTION/MOVE’

- fEERsE/ NENE
* ‘he then started to [do] small action/move’
 *MELF L KENE

* *'he then started to [do] big action/move’

* Xiao3dong4zuo4 itself is a complete event
with indefinite number of small actions/moves
that are detrimental to others.

19



Bud4dong4zuo4 ‘NO-ACTION/MOVE’

 Becoming an intransitive verb

» &7 6 0 i AR s AR e A I E
‘After [1] inserted 60 dollars and pressed the

‘wash’ button, the laundry machine still did not
move after a long wait.

20



buddong4zuo4 or bu4 + dong4zuo4?

 Cannot be un-negated

I B ER M =M 2 A

‘If they do not act, we cannot do anything
about them/it’

i MEN ERAM A2 A

*If they act, we cannot do anything about them/it’

 Removing the negator bu4 created an ungrammatical

sentence because #/j{E cannot be a verb without -~
bu4 ‘no’

21



Strong Volition of £ bu4

* f~bu4 “denies the occurrence of an event (including
state and activity)”

* “The strong association of -f~bu4 ‘no’ with volition can
be supported by the fact that bu4 for the Chinese
speaking children is certainly one of the most
frequently used in the 2- to 3-year-old stage to assert
the child’s will.”

(Pan, Lee, & Huang, 2016: 157).

* This shows that the “volitional negation” of bu4 (cf. Pan
et al., 2016: 146) in bu4dong4zuo4 has become one
lexicalized intransitive verb, instead of bu4+ dong4zuo4.



left-one collocates of bu4dongzuo4

Meaning Categories Left-one Collocates

entities that become motionless #7098 ‘camera’
¥T=F ‘people who fight for others’
(people who do work for others)
B8 ‘the countdown event’

adverbs that tell the unexpected (long) £ ‘delayed’, /X ‘long’, —H. ‘continue to be’,

duration, manner, etc. of the 5 ‘still/more’, 71" ‘then only’, Al ‘yet’, HI] ‘on the

motionless event other hand’, {H/& ‘but’, & ‘all’, 17, ‘also’, f& ‘can’,
= ‘still’, 283 ‘for sure’, ZIE ‘if’
questions that ask why a supposedly Fofi] ‘why’, #87i ‘what? (infr.)’

moving entity is not moving or
motionless

23



Ministry of Education Dictionary

9| [ Kx#4F ] BIG-ACTION/MOVE )
M E P N (lexicalized) form
— - (China) Big changes in _
—
EEHE ) déng zud work arrangement 7
TR K hEs T Loy R T8y -

FA | [ #4E ]

T—2Y HALS TAT

®18o ddng zud

B 24 B AHR TN EE - T RIS~ BT

B A TEINSHEYMBEOFEESE - THEIEEABTRHF - JEEH

SMALL-ACTION/MOVE (lexicalized) form

1. improper little actions, such as picking the nose, shaking the legs
while sitting, etc;

2. Some illegal/improper actions done to achieve a certain purpose




Ministry of Education Dictionary

- No entry for NO-ACTION/MOVE
- All three definitions are NOUN
- buddong4zuo4 as verb is a new use

http://dict.revised.moe.edu.tw/cbdic/index.html

9 [#4F]

A&

ALY TATD

dong zud

B2 @ game. (2285~ s4#n) ACTION/MOVE

B s Ay mERGES o THT 1. Behaviors
m e 2. Action to be taken to

@28 -0 Tmi-—sea g4 8s iy  achieve a certain purpose
Car g drik o B R4 AT - s . Activity




Using Probe

* |n this paper, we used a corpus linguistics
technique called ‘probe’ (Hunston, 2002: 62)
to observe some transitive verbs in Mandarin.

* ‘Probe’ is the use of “searches [other than
your keywords] to find sets of words or
expressions that cannot easily otherwise be
called to mind”.

e Such a method could be used whether or not
one has a list of verbs in mind.



Observing (In)transitivity

We started from a noun dong4zuo4

We found that this noun can be sometimes described
as big (da4dong4zuo4) or small (xiao3dong4zuo4)

Both are not directly antonymous

Hidden connotation for both
— Big = unnecessary or over-reacted
— Small =2 Something bad done behind a person

Using them as probes, we find some strongly transitive
verbs (for big)

Some transitive verbs can be used intransitively (F1:5
‘protest’)



Buddong4zuo4 ‘NO-ACTION’

* For buddong4zuo4, it itself has become an
intransitive verb

— Someone should make a move but did not.
(Hidden expectation)

— It’'s a comment on someone’s not having the
volition to carry out a certain action when he/she

should.

28



Acknowledgements

* MOST 106-2410-H-004-109-MY2



References

Jones, S. (2016): Antonymy: A Corpus-based Perspective.
London & New York: Routledge.

Li, Audrey Y.-H. (2016): Verbs and verb phrases. In Huang,
C.R. & D. Shi. (ed.), A Reference Grammar of Chinese.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 81-115.

Pan, H., P. L. P. Lee, & C.-R. Huang. (2016). Negation. In In
Huang, C.R. & D. Shi. (ed.), A Reference Grammar of
Chinese. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 143-168.

Verhoeven, E. (2010): Transitivity in Chinese experiencer
object verbs. In Brandt, P. &GarciaGarcia, M. (ed.),
Transitivity: Form, Meaning, Acquisition, and Processing.
Amsterdam: Benjamins, 95-118.



6.2.3. Variations between A~ bud and 75 (477) mei2 (youd)

6.2.3.1. Negation and predicates

Although 4~ bud ‘no' and % (4) mei2 fyvou?) ‘not (have)' can both negate state and
activily predicates, their meanings are dilferent. 4~ bud ‘no,” as a simple negator,
denies the occurrence of an event (including state and activity), while % (49) mei2
fvou3) ‘not (hawve)” typically takes a scope over the event, which allows it to interact
with various eventive atiributes, including frequency. manner, and aspect, of an
event that is currently talang place.

However, the occurrence of 7% (3) mei2 {(you3) ‘not (have) with stative predi-
cates 15 more restricted. For instance, 10 cannol ococur with predicates denoting
homogeneous states (1.e., states which can be divided into smaller states while
remaining the same state), such as i cheng2shi2 ‘honest,” or non-volitional cog-
nitive predicates, such as (% xiang4d ‘resemble,” HI T zhildacd ‘know,” and 5 shid
‘be.’ The underlying reason may be that, unlike 4~ bud ‘no.” ¥ (41) mei2 fyoul) 'not
(have) is reserved for non-volitional negation, The strong association of A4~ bud ‘no’
with volition can be supported by the fact that -~ for Chinese speaking children is
certainly one of the most frequently used in the 2- to 3-yvear-old stage to assert the
child’s will. It is important to note that, in seme cases, a homogeneous state can
be coerced, such as the examples below involving the state of {7 ¢4 ‘being hungry’
in [33] and [34].

[-33] il lfﬁ;]fﬂé -'rll ﬁl H Jljl,- frl,i{, .':"':FJ.'I{ J" o1 1 M Soomuorar of

Chinese

niz meiZyvou3 lao3 zhi3shi4 chengZshou2 led
v MNEG ol only mature ILE
‘(You) did not age. just became more mature.”

b, AliA~iFe
tal bu4 o
he NEG be_hungry
‘He is not hungry.’

Eahited b
Cho-ien Huang
Dissgzeni Shi




