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Abstract
Much research has been done on the role of motivation in the field of the second or foreign language acquisition and has shown that motivation is one of the main determining factors for success in learning a second or foreign language. In the study reported in this paper, we focus on Singapore students’ learning motivation: Why do university students in Singapore decide to learn the Korean language? There is anecdotal evidence that Hallyu or the Korean Wave may have promoted a keen interest in Korean pop culture and media, and encouraged many to learn Korean in Singapore. This same enthusiasm inspired by the Korean Wave may also have a bearing on the learning… 
1 
Introduction
Much research has been done on the role of motivation in the field of second/foreign language learning, and has shown that motivation is one of the main determinants of successful language learning. Dörnyei (2001) identifies three aspects of motivation, namely the choice of a particular action, the persistence with it, and the effort expended on it. Gardner (1985)…

1.1 Hallyu and Korean language learning in Singapore
…There is in fact much anecdotal evidence of the importance of the Korean Wave as a motivational factor behind Singaporeans’ desire to learn Korean (cf. Shim, 2006; Fu & Liew, 2008). Shim (2006) reports that….   
1.2 The Korean language programme at the National University of Singapore
Text continues…
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Fig. 1. Scree plot for preliminary analysis

The final chosen factor solution, obtained through principal component analysis and equamax rotation, accounts for 56.7 percent of the total variance and consists of five factors with strong factor loadings of .61
 or higher for the constituent items….

Table 1. KMO and Bartlett’s Test
	Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy
	.725

	Bartlett's Test of Sphericity
	Approx. Chi-Square
	1617.528

	
	df
	561.000

	
	Sig.
	.000
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� There is no hard and fast rule for determining the cutoff for factor items, though it is clear that…
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