Q & A
Japanese Placement Test
When is the next placement test for Japanese Language?

Please refer to CLS website at https://fass.nus.edu.sg/cls/news-and-events/#placement-test and you will see the placement test notice with details.
Must I register for the test?
Yes, you must register for Japanese Language placement test, if  

· you are serious to take any LAJ module this coming semester,

· you have some prior knowledge of Japanese language, and 

· you have never taken any LAJ module in NUS, or 

· you study Japanese language more than 50 hours after you pass a LAJ module, or 

· your credit is mapped to a LAJ module code after your exchange programme regardless you have taken a standard LAJ module in NUS before or not. 

Note: if you can read and write/type hiragana and katakana and form simple sentences, you are considered that you have some prior knowledge of Japanese language. 
I took a placement test before and was recommended another module than I expected. Unfortunately, I could not register the recommended module due to a timetable clash with my core module. Is the waiver in that semester still valid? Do I have to take a placement test again?
The waiver is valid only for a semester. Please take a placement test again.

Can I register for a module in Modreg before taking the placement test?
If you have knowledge of Japanese language, you should not register for any module. You only register upon knowing the result of the placement test. You register for the module you are placed in after the test.
Can I not register for the module after I passed the placement test?
Please sit for LAJ Placement Test only if you are seriously planning to read a LAJ module in the semester.


What is the format of the test?
The test comprises of 2 parts. First is the written test followed by a short oral test. Both parts will be conducted online.  The written tests will be conducted in LumiNUS Quiz and Oral Test will be conducted on Zoom.


How will I be able to register for a higher level?
A waiver will be given to students who pass the test so that they meet the prerequisite of the module offered.

How can I decide which LAJ module I should take?
You will be recommended the most suitable and appropriate LAJ module after the placement test. Please answer questions honestly from the survey and during your oral interview. You may also get rough idea from the list of LAJ module with covered textbooks in the placement test guideline at https://fass.nus.edu.sg/cls/news-and-events/#placement-test.

Are there different tests for different proficiency levels?

There are three different written tests. 

1) Pre-Test (25min)
· If you wish to take LAJ 1201 Japanese 1 or LAJ2201 Japanese 2 or you are not sure which module you take.

· If you are not able to answer, click “I cannot answer this question” and submit it. 
· If you wish to take LAJ2202 Japanese 3 or above, you may skip this pre-test. 

2) Main Test (40min)
· Compulsory for everybody.
· Main test is designed for LAJ2201 and above. Even if you wish to take LAJ1201 Japanese 1, please do Main Test anyway. 
· If you are not able to answer, click “I cannot answer this question” and submit it. 
3) Writing Test (10min)
· Compulsory for everybody.
Note: 

· All written tests are CLOSED BOOK.
· There is no invigilator. 
· Do NOT refer to any book, any dictionary, nor any app. 
· Do NOT discuss with other people.
· Sit for the quizzes honestly so that you can learn Japanese comfortably in an appropriate LAJ module.
· Do NOT keep any questions by photo or screenshot.
You may take a break as long as you like between the tests.

When do I know my time schedule of the Oral test?

The date of the oral test is already set when you register in Placement Test. Your interview time and Zoom link will be informed in the late afternoon one day before the oral test.  To allocate you to the most suitable LAJ module, sometimes you may need to go for the second interview after the first one. In that case, it may take the whole morning. Please secure your time and quiet venue for oral interviews on Zoom.
How will I know the results of the placement test?
Results will be published at CLS Website at
https://fass.nus.edu.sg/cls/news-and-events/#placement-test



Do I have to register for the LAJ module through Modreg after I know my result?
Yes, it is your responsibility to register for the recommended LAJ module through Modreg. 
