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THE STORY OF THE STONES, CHAPTER 2:
THE TRANSFORMATIONS OF SINGAPOREAN CHINESE
TEMPLES AND ASSOCIATIONS FROM 1911 TO 2019
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SPEAKER / EiffA Drawing on over 1200 Chinese inscriptions dating from
191l to 2019 and found in over 250 temples and
Piofassor iKaonath Dasn associations in Singapore, this talk will tell the story of

Raffies Professcc of Homanitiex the transformations of the local Chinese social and

iead, Ci S
Jelisomeli trephitoniadedientis religious landscape from the founding of the Republic of RE
Cluster Leader, ARI, NUS China to Singapore's bicentennial. Themes to be explored ':l:

_include expressions of support for Sun Yat-sen, the rise of
THEBE the Chinese Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the
SRR KRR EA SR spread of the cult of the Nine Emperor Gods, and the
L expansion of the Teochew Shantang and Dejiao temple j:
) network. | argue that these institutions played a major
EAFRPORMSSRAARQEE role in the building of Singapore ‘:;m the ground up.
How these institutions negotiated new roles after
B RO T B Singapores independence is another topic that sppears
This talk is part of the Chinese Epigraphy  In the ‘inscriptions. Today we let the stones tell their
of Singapore: 1912-2019 research project ‘own stories.
funded by SCCC. The project looks at
the evolution of the Chinese
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“Reverse Commentary: The Relevance of Ancient Classics to Contemporary Life in Han China”.
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Singaporean Mediumship, Animal
Domestication, and the Ends of Control
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Contemporary Singaporean mediums (tdngki) frequently
describe themselves as being bound to serve the deities
who possess them. Whether impelled by destiny or
karmic debt, mediums must subordinate their lives to
the often-hidden cosmic purposes of their divinities.
This seminar examines mediums’ divergent descriptions
and interpretations of how they are controlled by their  styart garle Strange is an assistant j:&
possessing deities in and out of trance. Focusing on  professor of Anthropology at Yale-
disagreements about the ways in which mediums should  NUS College. He is the author of
experience divine control, | argue that all notions of  suspect Others: Spirit Mediums, Self-

control are intimately linked to how its purposes are Knowlfedge, and Race in Multiethnic

perceived to reveal or efface subjectivity in Suriname (University of Toronto
relationships. Comparing mediums’ descriptions with Press, 2021), and articles in journals

recent research about domestication, | examine that include Cultural Anthropology,

mediums’ struggles with divine control to ask wider Comparative Studies in Society and

questions about the ends of interpretation in post- History, Journal of the Royal

humanist scholarship of human-animal relations and the  Anthropological Institute and Ethnos.
anthropology of religion.

29 September 2021 (WED) Please register via: https://forms.office.com/r/887pGrkSb9
16:30 - 17:30 SGT ~ VIA ZOOM We will email you the webinar link prior to the event.
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