
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Topic:  Generative Urbanization through Global Production Networks? 

Perspectives from East Africa 
 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

 

This talk examines whether ties to GPN might 

facilitate more inclusive, sustainable, and 

economically transformative processes of 

urbanization in East Africa today.  Cities are 

conceptualized as sociotechnical systems 

constituted by production, consumption, and 

infrastructure regimes that determine the 

direction, quality, and pace of urban 

development. The framework is used to 

assess the role that GPN couplings do/might 

play in shaping urbanization pathways in a 

region where cities face extremes of inequality 

and poverty. The talk concludes with an 

overview of new research that will examine 

how Chinese-driven GPN are shaping urban-

regional development outcomes in East Africa. 
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