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Abstract 
 
This paper considers the promises and problems of fandom and enthusiasm within 
capitalism.  Crowdfunding has emerged as an alternative way of funding creative projects 
in music industry given the more cautious investments of record companies in the wake of 
the MP3 crisis. Through crowdfunding artists seek to harness affect and the emotions of fans 
to access new sources of investment.  However, the process is not without its costs.  These 
include the demands placed on its users, not least that of being able to navigate a system 
that requires considerable reserves of social, cultural and financial capital. 
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