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Abstract 
Doreen Massey (2005) has argued that space and time should not be reduced to a bounded locality of the 
‘here and now’ and instead proposed a geographical imagination of ‘space as simultaneity of stories-so-far’. 
While such an imagination is useful in helping us understand the politics of simultaneity at work in transnational 
lives and livelihoods which are interconnected across space, an appreciation of migrant aspirations and 
future trajectories will require not just a consideration of simultaneous ‘stories-so-far’, but also ‘stories-to-come’ 
which may build upon, divert from, or even unmake the ‘stories-so-far’.  In this paper, we apply these ideas to 
our study (involving a questionnaire survey and in-depth interviews) of the transnational journeys traced by 
Indonesian domestic workers employed in middle-class homes in Singapore. By taking seriously the embodied 
experiences and place-based imaginings of these migrant women as they unfold in multiple temporalities 
and spatialities, we begin to better understand their motivations in persevering to continue in a retrogressive 
‘3D’ occupation with severely constrained working conditions. By considering how notions of risk and hope 
feature in the making of provisional futures, we glimpse the way the migrant domestic workers cope with the 
‘technologies of servitude’ while shaping their own mobile pathways across space and time, albeit under the 
strictures of a disciplinary migration regime characterised by asymmetrical power geometries. 
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