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Abstract 
   
In this paper we use the case of the internationalization of English law firms into Italy, and the 
refocusing of their operations on the city of Milan, to make a number of contributions to existing 
understanding of how transnational corporations handle the challenges associated with and affect 
diverse host-country institutions. Firstly, we reveal the role of ‘field relocation’ as a particular response 
strategy that allows firms to locate in places within a country that pose less institutional challenges to 
the firms in question.  We also identify a number of tactics - re-scoping, re-scaling and re-staffing - 
through which ‘field relocation’ is accomplished. Secondly, we show the importance of further 
developing our understanding of the sub-national geography of institutional fields by highlighting 
how the ‘receptivity’ of different city locations may affect in the case of professional service firms 
responses to institutional challenges. Third, we begin to unpack the recursive interactions between 
existing institutional environments and transnational corporations by describing the way the firms in 
our case study both responded to but also helped to influence ongoing evolutions in the institutional 
environment of Italy in the mid-2010s. 
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