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Abstract

Reliance on natural resources is fundamental to all societies, yet understanding natural resource use
requires an understanding of both the social and biological environment.

The Waorani are a small group of around 2500 hunter-gather-farmers who live in and around Yasuni
National Park, one of the largest protected areas in the Ecuadorian Amazon. | discuss the results of over
one year spent in Yasuni National Park, investigating the individual behaviour of both the Waorani and
one of their favoured prey species, the woolly monkey. | show the value of mapping the geographical
distribution of hunting pressure and demonstrate spatial variation in woolly monkey responses to the
presence of humans.

Finally, | critically examine the academic perception that primates are particularly important to the
Waorani, and raise questions about the roles of academics and the people they study in setting a research
agenda.
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