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Abstract

Geography means earth writing, and so it is perhaps fitting that writing itself has become a primary
infellectual battleground in confemporary geographical thought. This paper advocates for
metaphorical earth writing, arguing that it unchains our geographical imaginations from the
shackles of our disciplinary past by boldly embracing geopoetics. | hope to spark debate by
promoting the un-disciplining of geography as a means to open up a theoretical space for voice,
where a material space of emancipation might follow. The nofion that our epistemological,
ontfological, and methodological choices are not apolitical decisions without consequence guides
my inquiry. Accordingly | critique the accusation of esofericismm as a narrafive that reifies the false
dichotomy between academia and society. Aversion to metaphor fails to recognize the
epistemological challenge it raises and underestimates how jargon combats commonsense notions
that reinforce hierarchical power relafions. How we write the earth constitutes a political choice,
where disciplining others into a singular way of knowing, being, and doing geography is an affront
to the possibilities of space. When we make space for earth writing as a beautiful flourishing of
geopoetics, we place the earth at the cenfer of experience, releasing the light and energy of a
more powerful geography.
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Canada. Prior to this he worked at the University of Otago and the National University of Singapore.
Simon’s research agenda explores the political, social, and geographical exclusions that
neoliberalization has engendered in posttransitional Cambodia, emphasizing the spatialities of
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