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Abstract

This talk is inspired by the social polarization thesis proposed by Saskia Sassen in her seminal book
“The Global City” (1991). The central question to be addressed during the presentation is as follows:
What are the changes of residential segregation between occupational groups in major cities around
the world? The talk is based on a comparative study of selected 24 major cities from different
continents. | will first document changes in the occupational profiles in the case study cities. The
findings show that professionalization rather than polarization is the main change in urban labour
markets. However, the income gap between occupational groups is widening. Levels of residential
segregation between occupational groups, in turn, respond to levels of income inequality with about 10-
year time lag. Changes in residential geography of occupational groups may be bigger than
segregation indices reveal; high-income workers are moving to city centres or to attractive coastal
areas and gated communities, while poverty is suburbanising. Levels of inequality and segregation are
higher in cities in lower income countries, but the growth in inequality and segregation is faster in cities
in high-income countries. This is causing convergence of segregation trends in cities around the world.
These findings will be discussed from three perspectives. First, | will consider the role of residential
segregation in producing and reproducing urban spatial inequalities within a vicious circles of
segregation framework. Second, | will touch upon the emerging conflict between sustainable mobility
and urban equity aims in cities from the perspective of high levels of residential segregation. Third, | will
ask what could be the effects of the spread of telecommuting on the residential sorting of occupational
groups.
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