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With rising tensions in East Asia, does it still make sense to think about cooperation in the Asia-
Pacific in terms of regional architectures today? What are the challenges facing efforts at building 
institutions and regimes for the region and how can they be overcome? What can be a useful  
approach to managing relations in the region? Leading the conversation are three prominent   
thinkers of international relations today. 

G. John IKENBERRY is the Albert G. Milbank Professor of Politics and International Affairs at 
Princeton University in the Department of Politics and the Woodrow Wilson School of Public 
and International Affairs. He is also Co-Director of Princeton’s Center for International Security 
Studies. Professor Ikenberry has authored numerous important publications, including After 
Victory: Institutions, Strategic Restraint, and the Rebuilding of Order after Major Wars (Princeton 
University Press, 2001), which won the 2002 Schroeder-Jervis Award presented by the      
American Political Science Association for the best book in international history and politics.  

Ja Ian CHONG is assistant professor of political science and an associate research fellow with 
the East Asian Institute at the National University of Singapore. Dr. Chong’s work crosses the 
fields of international relations and comparative politics, with a focus on security issues        
relating to China and East Asia. His work appears in the China Quarterly, The European Journal 
of International Relations, International Security, and Security Studies. Dr. Chong is author 
of External Intervention and the Politics of State Formation: China, Thailand, Indonesia – 1893-
1952 (Cambridge, 2012), winner of the 2013 Best Book Award from the International Security 
Studies Section of the International Studies Association. 

Takashi INOGUCHI is currently President of University of Niigata Prefecture, and Professor 
Emeritus at the University of Tokyo. He is also former Assistant Secretary General of the United 
Nations assigned to The United Nations University Headquarters. He has published more than 
100 books and numerous articles in the broad range of subjects, while focusing on Japan and 
international affairs. He is also a member of the Science Council of Japan and Founding Editor of 
The Japanese Journal of Political Science (Cambridge University Press) and International        
Relations of the Asia-Pacific (Oxford University Press).  
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