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The Department of Japanese Studies at the National University of Singapore is honoured to 
host the 4th international Workshop on Japanese Language and Interaction. This year’s theme 
is “Filler-like objects in Japanese Interaction”. 
 
This year’s workshop is convened to explore some linguistic resources in everyday 
conversation, focusing on the objects that have been often termed as “fillers” (e,g., koo, nanka, 
maa, anoo, sonoo, eeto, etc) through the examination of video-recorded naturalistic data in 
various contexts. All the data and discussion is in Japanese. 
 
Programme 
 
DAY 1 Monday, August 26 
9:30-12:00 Data Session “nanka” (1) Makoto Hayashi & Satomi 

Kuroshima 
12:00-13:00 Lunch  
13:00-17:00 Data Session “nanka” (2) Makoto Hayashi & Satomi 

Kuroshima 
Day 2 Tuesday, August 27 
9:30-12:00 Discussion Publication plan Tomoyo Takagi 
12:00-13:00 Lunch  
13:00-17:00 Data session “Filler-like” objects appearing 

in Word Search (1) 
Shuya Kushida 

18:00- Dinner  
Day 3 Wednesday, August 28 
9:00-12:00 Data session “Filler-like” objects appearing 

in Word Search (2) 
Shuya Kushida 
 

12:00-14:00 Lunch   
14:00-17:00 Data Session “maa” (1) Tomoyo Takagi & Emi 

Morita 
Day 4 Thursday, August 29 
9:00-12:00 Data Session “maa” (2) Tomoyo Takagi & Emi 

Morita 
12:00-13:00 Lunch   
13:00-15:00 Discussion What we have found about 

“koo”, “eeto”, “anoo” and 
“sonoo”. What’s next? 

Tomoyo Takagi & Emi 
Morita 

 


