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| ABSTRACT | Malays who are preponderantly Muslim constitute one of the most significant ethnic groups in
ASEAN. Whether they are the majority or a minority in different ASEAN states they have been concerned about their
identity in various ways. By identity one means not just the conventionally accepted identity markers such as
language, cultural practice and religion but also the position of the community in politics, economics, in social life
and in the history of the nation. Concern about identity has been shaped by a number of factors which are specific
to a particular country but also by larger regional and global forces which have evolved over time. Thus, in the case
of Malaysia perceptions of Malay identity have been determined by local demographics, economic realities
associated with the Malay and non-Malay communities, institutions and the practice of politics and power and
increasingly the relationship of different segments of the Malay populace to Islam. At the same time, there is no
doubt at all that the multi-religious ethos of ASEAN is beginning to shape specific expressions of religious identity
within the region. Beyond ASEAN, the interface between Muslim societies and Islam, on the one hand, and the rest
of the world, on the other, has begun to affect politics and inter-religious ties within ASEAN states. It explains for
instance why Islam in recent years has emerged as one of the most important determinants of identity even in
Indonesia. The way Islamic identity is conceived has begun to impinge upon values and principles of governance such
as integrity and honesty, accountability and transparency. There have been occasions in Indonesia and Malaysia
where in the name of protecting Islamic identity, integrity as an attribute of governance and leadership has been set
aside. What are the consequences of such an attitude for the practice of Islam itself? How will it impact upon the
integrity and the dignity of the Malays as a people? How do we evolve a notion of identity which incorporates and
integrates integrity and other such noble values? More than integrating integrity, can integrity or justice or
compassion establish itself as the defining characteristic of a people’s identity?
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