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DERC to recommend NUS-IRB
review

Student research should be recommended by DERC
to the IRB for review if it involves any of the
following:

External funding for the research
Human-subject data collected in China
A waiver of parental consent
Questions relating to illegal behaviour or
activities

The above list is not-exhaustive and please read all
DERC Guidelines and Resources on what research
qualifies for DERC review.
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Graduate Students to
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Investigators to NUS-IRB,
and Faculty Supervisors to
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Investigators

Undergraduate Students to
submit as Co-Investigators

with the Faculty
Supervisors as Principal
Investigators to NUS-IRB

PREPARE ETHICS SUBMISSION

All DERC submission is to be made via DREAM.
All NUS-IRB submission is to be made via iRIMS.

Student Research Projects

DERC can review

Note: 

Publication intent does not by itself determine
whether the research study goes to NUS-IRB or
DERC. 

If the study was DERC-approved, NUS-IRB may
issue a statement of concurrence for DERC-
approved studies upon request by the PI, for
purposes such as journal publication. The PI should
write to DERC to request this statement, and DERC
will liaise with NUS-IRB.

NO

From NUS-IRB AI Assistant:

“Minimal risk” generally means that the probability
and magnitude of harm or discomfort anticipated in
the research are not greater than those ordinarily
encountered in daily life, or during routine physical
or psychological examinations or tests.

Examples of factors that may increase risk include
sensitive topics, vulnerable participants, deception,
collection of identifiable sensitive data,
psychological distress, clinical settings, biological
samples, or procedures that may affect
participants’ welfare.

Read IRB FAQs.
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From 1 March 2026, the NUS-IRB has also implemented mandatory CITI certification for NUS staff and students engaged in Social, Behavioural and
Educational Research (SBER) involving human subjects. Student researchers (including their faculty supervisors who are listed as Co-Investigators) who

submit their SBER applications to the IRB or DERC from 1 March 2026 will also need to submit a copy of their CITI certificate (completion report) for the Social
& Behavioral Research - Basic/Refresher course, together with their IRB or DERC applications.
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https://nus.edu.sg/research/irb/derc?_gl=1*nlwa39*_gcl_au*MTIzNTkxMjE1NC4xNzg3NDU5MTEw
https://apps.powerapps.com/play/e/e74fef0f-d04d-e343-9a58-eff08c0d708f/a/8296c5c8-250a-47d2-bb85-cd589f1efcf9?tenantId=5ba5ef5e-3109-4e77-85bd-cfeb0d347e82&hidenavbar=true
https://nus-prod-sg.cayuse.com/rs/irb#dashboard
https://ai-know.nus.edu.sg/agents/KAI-94156247
https://nus.edu.sg/research/irb/resources/faq

