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Abstract:

Singapore is ageing rapidly. By 2030, there will be over 900,000 residents aged 65 and above, many of whom
would be single or have no children. There is a need for future-ready legislation to enhance the protection of our
elderly. The Mental Capacity Act (MCA) enables individuals to make a Lasting Power of Attorney to appoint
someone they trust to make decisions on their behalf in case they lose mental capacity (i.e. a “donee”). The
Court may also appoint a “deputy” to act on behalf of a mentally incapacitated person. The MCA was amended in
March 2016 to introduce professional donees and deputies, who serve individuals with no family support. The
proposed Vulnerable Adults Act (VAA) will enable the State to intervene more effectively to protect vulnerable
seniors and persons with disabilities who are suffering or at risk of harm due to abuse, neglect or self-neglect. It
complements the MCA by extending coverage to those whose mental incapacity has not yet been established.
This presentation will provide an overview of both the MCA and the VAA, and touch on the policies, programmes
and services to better serve and protect seniors in Singapore.
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