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Abstract: 

In this presentation I consider the National Support Work Experiment in the United States. In this experiment 

volunteers were assigned to a treatment group and a control group; the experimental group received subsidized 

jobs while there was no intervention for the controls. I show that one easily can read from the experimental data 

that the treatment raised the employment rate of the treatments after they left subsidized employment relative to 

the controls. However, experimental data alone cannot tell us whether this occurred because the treatments had 

shorter unemployment spells and/or longer employment spells in the future 
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