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Where are the
eacemakers?

The tragedy of war in Ukraine
shows the need for globally
respected statesmen who could
actinthe cause of peace.
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The Russian invasion of Ukraine is
illegaland has to be condemned by
the international community. And
ithasbeen condemned. Asa
formerambassador to the United
Nations, I fullyunderstand and
support the need to protect the
principles of the United Nations
Charter.

Yet,ingeopolitics we must
always do two things
simultaneously. We must moralise.
And we must analyse. Since
geopoliticsisacruelgame and
follows the cold and ruthless logic
of power, we must be cold,
dispassionate and hard-headed in
our analysis. The only iron law of
geopoliticsis that it punishes those
whoare naive and ignoreits cold
logic.

So could we have predicted this
war in Ukraine? And could we
have preventedit? The simple
answer to both these questions is
yes.Indeed, manyleading
statesmen in the West correctly
predicted this disaster in Ukraine.

Probably the greatest strategic
thinker that the US producedin
the 20th century was George
Kennan. He fashioned the famous
containment strategy which
ultimately succeeded in defeating
the Soviet Union. He died on
March17,2005.

OnFeb21lastyear, New York
Times columnist Tom Friedman
requoted at great length what
Kennan told himin 1998. When
askedabout the impact of the

Organisation into former areas of
the Soviet Union, he said, very
presciently: “I thinkit is the
beginning of anew Cold War. I
think the Russians will gradually
reactquite adverselyand it will
affect their policies. I thinkitisa
tragic mistake. There wasno
reason for this whatsoever. No one
was threatening anybody else.
This expansion would make the
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the

: founding fathers of this country
: turnover in their graves.”

EXPANSION OF NATO

: Sowhydid Nato continue

: expanding despite the clear

: warnings of Kennan? In some

: ways, the correct answer was also
: endorsed by Prof Kennan. On Dec
i 1,1997, the editor of The National
: Interest magazine, Owen Harries,
: wrote anarticle explaining why

: Nato expansion was unwise and

: thengave the reasons whyitwas

: happening.

He cited several reasons, but let

: mejust quote the first two: “The

: strength of the Polish-American

: vote,as well as that of other

: Americans of Central and East

: European origin” and “the

: enormous vested interests —

i careers, contracts, consultancies,

: accumulated expertise -

: represented by the Nato :
i establishment, whichnowneeded :
: anewreasonand purpose tojustify :
: the organisation’s continued H
: existence”.

Inshort, short-term domestic

! political interests of gaining voters
: andnarrow economic interests
: trumped geopolitical wisdom.

Immediately, after Harries

i published thisarticle, Kennan

: wrotealetter endorsing all the

: points made by Harries. He said:

: “Itwasinsome respects asurprise
: because certain of your major

: argumentswere ones Imyselfhad
: made, or had wanted to make, but
i hadnotexpectedtosee themso

: wellexpressed by the pen of

: anyoneelse.”

What s striking about the

: project to expand Nato s that

: many leading American thinkers,
: bothliberaland conservative,

: opposedit, including Paul Nitze,

: James Schlesinger, Fred Ikle, John
: Mearsheimer,JackMatlock, :
i William Perry, Stephen Cohen, Bill
: Burns, Vladimir Pozner, Robert

: Gates, Robert McNamara, Bill

: Bradley, Gary Hart, Pat Buchanan,
: Jeffrey Sachsand Fiona Hill,

: amongothers.

Thegreatest living strategic

: thinkerin the US todayis Henry
: Kissinger. He didn’t oppose the
expansion of North Atlantic Treaty :
: Warsaw Pact states of Eastern
: Europe. But he strongly counselled :
i againstadmitting Ukraine into :

expansion of Nato to the former

Nato.
Asagood student of history,

i Kissinger pointed out why Ukraine
: wasviewed differently by

: Russians.Ina2014article

: published in the Washington Post,
: thisis what he said: “The West

: mustunderstand that, to Russia,

¢ Ukraine cannever bejust aforeign
i country. Russian historybeganin

: whatwas called Keivan-Rus. The

¢ Russian religion spread from

: there. Ukraine has been part of

¢ Russia for centuries, and their

: histories were intertwined before
i then. Some of the mostimportant
: battles for Russian freedom,

i starting with the Battle of Poltava

in1709, were fought on Ukrainian
soil.”
Asawise statesman, Kissinger

: proposeda sensible compromise

: solution. On the one hand, he said:
i “Ukraine should have the right to

: choose freely its economic and

: political associations, including

: with Europe.” On the other hand,
: hesaid (in2014): “Ukraine should
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¢ notjoin Nato, aposition Itook

: sevenyearsago, when it cameup.”
:  Therealtragedyabout Ukraineis :
: thatif the then American

: President Barack Obama (a Nobel
: Peace Prize winner) had heeded

: theadvice of Kissinger, the warin
: Ukraine could have beenavoided.

Kissinger’s formula emphasised

: that the Ukrainians would be free

¢ tochoose their own political

: system andregional associations.
: Indeed, the strong Ukrainian

: resistance to the Russian invasion
: wasnot anticipated. This strong

: resistance confirms their strong

¢ desire tojoin the European Union.
i And they shouldbe allowed to do

: s0.And, asadvised by DrKissinger,
¢ Ukraine canstay out of Nato and

i remain “neutral”.

Inthe past “neutral” states were

: allowedtojoin the EU. Ukraine

: couldfollow that precedent. Sucha
¢ win-win solution could have

: preventedawar. Indeed, two days

: after the Russian invasion of

: Ukraine, President Volodymyr

i Zelensky (who has emergedasa

: real heroafter the invasion) said:

: “Weare not afraid of Russia, we are
: notafraid of engaging in talks with
: Russia,wearenotafraid of

: discussinganything, suchas

i security guarantees for our state,

: weare not afraid of talking about

i neutralstatus.” If neutral status

: hadbeenagreedto, the war could

: havebeenavoided.

When future historians write

: about this Ukraine episode, one big
: question they will surely ask is why
: the clear and explicit warnings of

: leading Western statesmen, like

: Kennanand Kissinger, were

: ignored? They willalso ask why

: ourworld doesn’t have

: distinguished peacemakers today

i who could have prevented the

: conflict.

This may well be the most

¢ important lesson that the world

¢ shouldlearn from the Ukraine

: episode. Warsare tragic, as they

i always have been. Peace must be

: preserved.And the world needs to
: developaclass of globally

: respected statesmen who could

i emerge as global peacemakers.

Curiously, we used to have such

: globally respected statesmen,

¢ including people like Nelson

: Mandela, Kofi Annanand

¢ Desmond Tutu. Many of them

: were members ofa council of “The
: Elders”which has tried to provide
i calmandsensibleadvice from

: time to time. Clearly, we seem to

: lacksuch distinguished statesmen
: today.

And the risks continue to grow.

i Recently, the former US Secretary
: of State Mike Pompeo saidin

: Taiwan that the US should

: “immediately take necessary,and
¢ long-overdue, steps to do theright
: and obvious thing, that is to offer

: the Republic of China (Taiwan)

: America’s diplomatic recognition
: asafreeandsovereign country”.

: Onedoesn’thavetobea

: geopolitical genius to figure out

¢ that his prescription would lead to
: awarover Taiwan.

Since his provocative suggestion

: couldlead to awar, awar that

: couldbe even more destructive

: than the warin Ukraine, one would
: expecta global chorus of voices to

: emerge and condemn the reckless
: statement of Pompeo which could
: leadtoawar.

So far Thave not heardany

: leading voice condemn his

: statement. And that’s the nub of

i ourglobal problem. Where are the
: globalpeacemakerswhenwe need
: them more than ever?
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