
SC2212: Sociology of Deviance 
FASStrack 2026 

 
Schedule: AM Session (10am-1pm, Singapore Time)  
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 
 
Course Description 
 
What is deviance? What is “normal”? Who is the deviant? Who defines deviance? Why do people 
conform to social rules? Why and how do institutions of social control emerge? Why are some forms 
of behaviour come to be socially defined as deviant while others are not? What are the distinctions 
between crime and deviance? This course introduces students to the sociological study of deviance 
and social control, distinguishing it as a field of research from biological, psychological and “clinical” 
explanations of deviance. It will trace the historical development of theories on sociology of deviance 
and chart their relevance to understanding contemporary forms of crime and deviance. These 
perspectives will be utilized and illustrated through a study of the changing patterns of defining and 
controlling deviance in modern societies. 
 
Preclusion/ Prerequisite 
Nil 
 
Lecturer  
Associate Professor Narayanan Ganapathy  
Email: socng@nus.edu.sg  
 
Tutor  
Nur Munira Binte Gailani 
Email: n.munira@nus.edu.sg 
 
 
Course Assessment 
 
Welcome to the FASStrack Sociology of Deviance course! The assessment for this course will be 
100% Continual Assessment (CA).  
 
The assessments are as follows: 
 

Assessments Assessment deadlines 
Video Reflection    30% 3 July 2026 (Friday) 
Group Project  

- 25% Content 
- 15% Presentation + Q&A 

40%  16 July 2026 (Thursday) 

Fieldtrip Reflection  20% 17 July 2026 (Friday) 

Participation & Discussion 10% Assessed throughout the course 

Total for CA: 100% 
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Assessment Instructions  
 

1. Assessment 1: Video Reflection (30%) 
 
This assignment is an individual assignment. The recommended word count is 1500 words. This 
assignment is due on 3 July 2026 (Friday) and worth 30% of your total marks.   

For Assignment 1, you will be required to write a reflection paper based on a Channel News Asia 
documentary on violence against women in India. This assignment aims to help you connect the 
sociological theories of deviance introduced in the first few weeks of class with a real-world case study 
of gendered violence. You are encouraged to reflect critically on the content of the documentary, and 
how sociological theories and concepts help us better understand the structural and symbolic 
dimensions of deviance. In doing so, you may also consider how sociological perspectives differ from 
biological or psychological explanations of deviant behaviour. More guidelines will be provided at a 
later date.  

Video 

CNA Insider (28 May 2024) Rape In India: Why Does India Struggle To Stop Sexual Assault & Violence 
Against Women? | Insight 

 
 

2. Assessment 2: Group Project (40%) 
 
This assignment is a group project. You will be required to work in groups of 4 to 5. Each group will 
prepare and deliver a 20‑minute presentation on Thursday, 16 July 2026. This will be followed by a 
10-15 minute Q&A session. This group assignment is worth 40% of your total marks. We have included 
a presentation component to give students an opportunity to develop and harness their oral 
communication and public reasoning skills, which are crucial in professional and academic settings. 
We would also like to encourage students to synthesise and explain complex sociological ideas to their 
peers in a concise and accessible way. 
 
The task for this component will be to present, as a group, on any topic relevant to this course. This 
assignment acquaints you with the basic steps you must take in carrying out research.  You are 
expected to formulate your own research problem based on your group interest and access to 
data/field sites. It is encouraged to use the lecture topics/material to assist in the formulation. In this 
assignment, you will learn, as a group, to make decisions on what topic to work on, what material to 
collect, how to collect the relevant data, where to find them, and how to organize and present your 
data in a clear and coherent manner. 
  
This assignment aims to assess your ability to apply sociological analysis to a topic in Sociology of 
Deviance/Crime/Social Control/Law/Criminal Justice that you are interested in. Essentially, you and 
your group will be attempting to make sense of a situation, phenomenon, event, policy, discourse or 
issue that you consider to be worthy of and warranting investigation. You will be assessed on your 
conceptual skills, and interpretation and analysis of the material sociologically. It is important that you 
remain theoretically conscious. By this, you will be assessed on your ability to locate or connect the 
findings to the established theoretical traditions/paradigms you have been exposed to in Sociology of 
Deviance. Or perhaps you might want to make a convincing argument as to why a particular theory 
falls short of explaining crime or criminal motivation regarding the phenomenon you’ve observed.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-FneMcRBQI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-FneMcRBQI


 
3. Assessment 3: Fieldtrip Reflection (20%) 

 
This assignment is an individual assignment. The recommended word count is 1000 words. This 
assignment is due on 17 July 2026 (Friday) and worth 20% of your total marks.   

For this assignment, you are required to write a reflection paper based on what you have learnt from 
your fieldtrip to the Singapore State Courts. This field exposure is designed to help you observe the 
administration of justice in Singapore and to connect these observations with the theories and 
concepts discussed in class. Reflection is an important part of making connections between theory 
and practice. In this paper, you are expected not only to describe your experience at the State Courts, 
but also to evaluate it using ideas from the course. A reflection guide will be provided at a later date. 

 
4. Assessment 4: Participation & Discussion (10%) 

 
Marks for participation will be based on punctuality and the quality of your contributions during 
discussions. You are expected to come prepared, engage actively with your peers and demonstrate 
familiarity with the readings and lecture content. This is worth 10% of your total marks. 

 
  



Course Topics  

 
Week Day Topic Session Activities 

Total Hours: 36 hours 
1 30 June 

Tuesday 
Problematizing deviance, crime, and 

social control (I) 
Introduction, Icebreakers, Lecture 
(3 hours) 

1 July 
Wednesday 

Problematizing deviance, crime, and 
social control (II) 

Lecture (2 hours)  
Assignment 1 discussion (1 hour) 

2 July 
Thursday 

Deviance as rational hedonism or 
sickness? The classical and 

pathological perspectives on 
deviance 

Lecture (2 hours)  
Class Discussion (1 hour)  

3 July 
Friday 

Durkheimian Theory: Functionalism, 
Deviance and Control 

Lecture (3 hours) 
Due: Assessment 1 Video 
Reflection 

2 7 July 
Tuesday 

Fieldtrip to State Courts Fieldtrip (3 hours)  

8 July 
Wednesday 

Anomie theory: normlessness, 
inequality and deviant aspirations (I) 

Lecture (2 hours) 
Class Discussion (1 hour) 

9 July 
Thursday Subcultural Theory of Deviance (I) Lecture (2 hours)  

Group Project Discussion (1 hour)  

10 July 
Friday 

Subcultural Theory of Deviance (II) Lecture (2 hours)  
Class Discussions (1 hour) 

3 14 July 
Tuesday 

 

Social Reaction Perspective: 
Labelling and the work of moral 

entrepreneurs (I) 

Lecture (2 hours)  
Class Discussions (1 hour) 

15 July 
Wednesday 

Social Reaction Perspective: 

Labelling and the work of moral 

entrepreneurs (II) 

Lecture (2 hours)  
Group Project Discussion (1 hour)  

16 July 
Thursday 

Group Presentations Assessment 2 Group 
Presentations + Q&A (3 hours) 

17 July 
Friday 

Wrap Up 
Lecture (3 hours)  
Due: Assessment 3 Fieldtrip 
Reflection 
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